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A joke becomes a rumor.
A rumor becomes a history.
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Two Jokes Make One Truth

Driton Selmani

Two Jokes Make One Truth  focuses on the dominant role of humor as a tool to magnify the 
meaning of the unfamiliar and invisible in his artistic practice. These days offer platforms for 
rethinking the presence and use of humor in the fabric of our lives not only in spite but perhaps 
precisely because of the tensions, contradictions, and outright failures that surround us. Humor 
surprises and grabs our attention, and that is precisely why artists employ it... and what better 
place to start from but the self, and the body of work will include a variety of self-portraits. It will 
present how in Selmani’s work humor works as a captivating mode of expression, (trans) nation-
al cultural product, and topic for discussion, despite its levity. With biting irony, humor, and an 
outspoken and provocative critical attitude, the artist speaks in metaphors and allegories as he 
questions the certainty of existing conditions and situations, authoritarian structures, and exist-
ing taboos. Conceived as a form of continuous cultural study, his recent series investigates the 
socially shifting landscape(s). Everyday objects, found plastic bags, archive documents, and lin-
guistic phenomena provide points of departure for his work which end up in a diverse format 
ranging from personal sketches and doodles to installations, demonstrating social processes 
and historical links, often employing absurdity and humor. As he turns objects and situations 
into artistic poetry in the form of small and meaningful actions, the work subtly deals with some-
thing familiar yet alien, both here and there. Elemental, human, and yet at times difficult to ana-
lyze, humor is an entry point into diverse cultures and a strategy to survive within it. Selmani is a 
storyteller not only with his images of our times but also through his text and irony-filled titles. 
Humor is the best antidote to any ideology or (pre) imposed categorization and will be served 
each day of the exhibition.

Text: Lora Sariaslan



Christopher Columbus, 2019
40 × 35 cm Acrylic drawing on found plastic bag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



Tutti, 2019
250 × 250 cm, collage textile flag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



Good & Bad, 2019
200 × 150 cm, spray on front car hood
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

Can Not Navigate, 2019
45 × 35 cm, Acrylic drawing on paper

Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



Good & Bad, 2019
200 × 150 cm, spray on front car hood
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



When they came, 2019
250 × 250 cm, collage textile flag

Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



Ice Cream, 2019
40 × 35 cm Acrylic drawing on found plastic bag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



Loss Of Appetite, 2019
100 × 70 cm, Acrylic drawing black board
IInstallation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



Reverse Parking, 2019
40 × 35 cm Acrylic drawing on found plastic bag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©



www.dritonselmani.com
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001. Driton Selmani — Christopher Columbus, 2019
40 × 35 cm Acrylic drawing on found plastic bag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

002. Driton Selmani — Tutti, 2019
250 × 250 cm, collage textile flag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

003. Driton Selmani — Can Not Navigate, 2019
45 × 35 cm, Acrylic drawing on paper
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

004. Driton Selmani — Good & Bad, 2019
200 × 150 cm, spray on front car hood
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

005. Driton Selmani — When they came, 2019
250 × 250 cm, collage textile flag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

006. Driton Selmani — Loss Of Appetite, 2019
100 × 70 cm, Acrylic drawing black board
IInstallation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

007. Driton Selmani — Ice Cream, 2019
40 × 35 cm Acrylic drawing on found plastic bag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©

008. Driton Selmani — Reverse Parking, 2019
40 × 35 cm Acrylic drawing on found plastic bag
Installation view: We’re Not Like Them–MMSU, Rijeka
Photo credit: Damir Žižic, Courtesy of the Artist ©
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